
	
	
	
 
Thursday, November 17, 2022 
 
8:00 a.m.         Check-in / Vendor Discovery 
 
9:00 a.m. Breakout Session 1 
 
Clinic Track 
Pharmacists’ Integration in the Clinic: A Prescription for Success 
 
Pharmacists have a unique role on the health care team- assisting providers with 
medication safety and efficacy through different service delivery models such as 
providing comprehensive medication management, identifying medication-related 
problems, and offering individualized evidence-based recommendations. Pharmacists 
have been able to not only improve patient outcomes but also assist providers in 
implementing care delivery models that allow for workflow efficiency and 
interprofessional collaboration at the highest level.  This one hour presentation will 
highlight services provided by pharmacists in rural clinics across Mississippi and provide 
strategies for pharmacist integration on care teams in rural settings. 
 
Hospital Track 
How to identify children needing a higher level of care when presenting at a critical 
access hospital 
 
Cynthia Wetmore, MD, PhD  
Chief, Pediatric Hospital Medicine  
 
Many children in underserved areas show up in the ED or Urgent Care centers at small 
rural hospitals and have a list of potential triggers that would prompt a call to our 
pediatric hospitalist service.  I am also open to suggestions from your organizing 
committee regarding other topics of interest/need.  Our primary goal is to get the word 
out that we have an experienced center to provide compassionate, family centered 
pediatric and adolescent care that offers services of social work, labor & delivery, 
healthy baby as well as special care nursery, lactation consultation, in house respiratory 
therapy and a very experienced team of nurses and support staff.  For older children 
and teens we may also be able to offer the additional support of some medical 
subspecialties, e.g. orthopedics, general surgery, GI and others. 
 
10:00 a.m. Breakout Session 2 
 



Clinic Track 
RHC Update on Top Survey Findings for Mississippi 
Jeff Harper, InQuiseek 
 
This session will explore the top rural health clinic survey deficiencies both nationwide and 
in Mississippi now that surveyors are back in the field.  This session will place an emphasis 
on emergency preparedness, COVID Vaccine Mandate, program evaluation and 
environment of care.   
 
Hospital Track 
Strategies for Marketing and Improving Communication Within Your Hospital 
Barbara Carey 
The Communication Institute 
 
This session will detail strategies for how to market your hospital in your rural 
community as well as how to maximize communication efforts between providers, staff 
and administration within the hospital. 
 
 
11:00 a.m. Breakout Session 2 
 
Community Track A 
Resource Roundtables and the Effectiveness on Rural Food Pantries with Limited 
Resources 
Yolanda Pruitt, MS, CHES, Sophia Oswalt; David R. Buys, PhD, MSPH, CPH; Lakarian 
Pettway 
 
The Mississippi High Obesity Program (HOP), locally referred to as AIM for CHangE, is 
working to reduce obesity by establishing nutrition standards and promoting healthy 
food systems in the Mississippi Delta. Rural areas are often burdened with the lack of 
resources available. We aimed to supplement our counties with possible solutions, 
identify available resources, and leverage partnerships that may be available in their 
communities by providing opportunities to support food vendors, distributors, and 
producers to enhance healthier food procurement and sales.  AIM for CHangE is working 
to assess and increase access to healthy food, joining targeted groups such as local food 
retailers, distributors, and pantries, and evaluating healthy 
options listed on the menus of local restaurants. 
 
Community Track B 
 
Utilizing a Holistic Approach to Improve Rural Health Care in the Mississippi Delta 
Region and Drive Sustainability 
Selena McCord, MPH 
Community Care Coordination Manager, National Rural Health Resource Center 
Kim Mayo, MEd  



Telehealth and Outreach Manager, National Rural Health Resource Center 
With support from the Delta Region Community Health Systems Development (DRCHSD) 
Program, discover how health care organizations utilized technical assistance, data, 
assessments, and community feedback to drive change and improve sustainability by 
developing a local system of care, filling gaps in service, and building local capacity. This 
session will also focus on eligibility and the application process for the DRCHSD Program. 
 
 
Noon   Annual Business Meeting / Lunch 

On the Farm viewing session 1 
 
1:00 p.m. Networking Break / Vendor Discovery 

 
1:30 p.m. Plenary Session 1 
 
Recruiting, Retaining & Developing Staff 
Christie Lawrence 
 
Tired of spending time and money to recruit new staff only to have them underperform 
and/or leave within a few months? You are not alone! Recruiting, retaining, and 
developing employees is an important job that not only affects your organization’s 
culture, but it has a tremendous impact on your bottom line. There are some key 
statistics and best practices managers need to know; join us for this workshop and get 
solid strategies for recruiting, retaining, and developing high-performance teams. 
 
 
2:30 p.m. On the Farm viewing session 2 
 
2:30 p.m. Networking Break / Vendor Discovery 
 
2:45 p.m. Session 2 
 
Community Disaster Preparedness 
Wes Holsapple, Mississippi State Department of Health, Office of Emergency Planning 
and Response 
 
This panel discussion will cover emergency hazards, risks and potential severity of a 
disaster-types.  Participants will learn of practical ways to prepare their organization for 
any level of emergency and take-home the tools and resources to best understand how 
to overcome these situations, and most importantly, to prepare in such as a way as to 
minimize their impact. 
 
 
3:45 p.m.  On the Farm viewing session 3 



3:45 p.m. Networking Break / Vendor Discovery  
 
   
4:00 p.m. Session 3 
  School-Based Health Panel 
  UMMC / Community Health Center / RHC representatives 
 
5:00 p.m. All of Us Research Program Presentation 
 
5:30 p.m. Adjourn Day 1 
    
 
 
 
Friday, November 18, 2022 
 
8:00	a.m.			 On	the	Farm	Viewing	Session	
	
8:45	a.m.	 Mississippi	Thrive!		Statewide	developmental	and	behavioral	

system		
Susan	Buttross,	M.D.,	FAAP,	AAP	District	VII	Vice	Chair,	Professor	of		
Pediatrics	
Mississippi	Thrive	is	a	developmental	and	behavioral	system	for	our	
state	to	enhance	developmental	screening	and	literacy	in	Mississippi.		
There	are	several	prongs	to	the	project.		This	session	will	discuss	the	
issues	pertaining	to	behavioral	health	needs	and	how	this	system	will	
help	to	alleviate	these	problems.	

	
9:45	a.m.	 Networking Break 	
 
10:00 a.m. Foreign Medical Graduates for Medically Underserved Areas in 

Mississippi 
Barry J. Walker, Walker Immigration Law Firm 
Rural and underserved areas in Mississippi are often dually recognized as 
health professional shortage areas.  With the lack of available physicians 
in these locations, patients often have limited access to quality 
healthcare.  This session will discuss the opportunities for recruiting 
foreign providers using the J-1 Visa Waiver program. 

	
11:00 a.m.	 Networking Break  
 
11:15 a.m. Hot Topics in Healthcare     

Panel Discussion 
 



This session will feature select Mississippi Rural Health Association 
members for discussion of major topics of concern and opportunity in 
their respective areas. 
 
Mississippi Rural Physician Scholarship Program poster awards presented 
 

Noon  Conference Adjourns  
 
  
 
 
 
On Demand Sessions 
These sessions are pre-recorded and available for download. 
 
The Current State of the 340b Prescription Drug Program 
LeeAnn Sheer, PharmD, Magnolia Medical Center 
This session will review the current state of the 340 prescription drug program and the 
challenges facing this system. 
 
Re-inventing the Primary Care Clinic  
Tim Thomas, Thomas Rural Health 
This session will present the framework of a concept clinic whose aim is to shift a 
primary care focus back to a Patient/Physician relationship and away from a 
Revenue/Volume emphasis. 
 
Brain Drain in Mississippi: Evidence from the U.S. Census Public Use Microdata 
This session will explore the continued struggle for Mississippi to retain educated 
healthcare employees within the state. 
Alan Barefield, PhD, Mississippi State University, Extension Service 
 
Connecting Community and Transportation Partnerships: Overcoming the lurking 
barriers of access in the Mississippi Delta and other rural areas 
Yolanda E. Pruitt M.S., CHES, Program Manager, Public Health Track 
Fostering community and transportation partnerships keeps communities moving 
towards health.  Many rural areas have limited resources including access to healthy 
foods, physical activity, medical care, and other social determinants of health that affect 
the quality of life.  Healthy Destination Access Transportation (Rideshare) is a 
partnership between the Mississippi State University Extension Service, the Bolivar 
County Council on Aging, and the Mississippi Department of Transportation. Participants 
can use the Rideshare to get to full-service grocery stores in Cleveland, including 
Vowell’s, Kroger and Wal-Mart.  This has allowed the counties we serve to overcome 
barriers of access in rural areas to improve the overall quality of life.  There is 



knowledge in experience, and we will share the process of this initiative and the outlook 
for replication in other rural areas. 
 
   


